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BURTON’S HISTORY OF SCOTLAND.

EXTRACTS FROM REVIEWS.
R T, W

Saturday Review.

““One of the completest histories that we ever saw of any comntry......
Mr Burton’s merits as a historical writer are great...... When he has to deal
with the great case of Queen Mary, his treatment of the subject becomes a
model of argument, at once clear and powerful, but at the same time never
overstepping the bounds of the judicial function of the historian. This
last portion is the gem of Mr Burton’s book......We confess that, great as
were the merits which we saw in Mr Burton's book throughout, yet the
earlier portions did not lead us to expect anything like the impressive
grandeur of this last chapter.”

Athenmum,

‘““The great work undertaken by Mr Burton has been brought to a
deservedly successful conclusion. It closes with as much freshness, vigour,
and pict ueness as marked its opening chapters...... Mr Burton has the
highest qualifications for the task. In no other History of Scotland with
which we are acquainted are there the especial attractive graces which
distinguish these volumes of national history.”

Times.

“*'They contain, for the period embraced by them, the best account that
has yet been anliahed of the national being and life of Scotland. Mr
Burton’s know is varied and deep; and his chapters upon the anti-
quities of S8cotland, the prehistoric and Roman eras, the different races that
held the country, and the ual development of Scottish nationality,
collect all that is known on these subjects. He has thrown much new light
on the early political state of Scotland, and on her more mature institutions ;
and he has traced with real precision and learning the character of her
ancient monarchy.”

Bxaminer.

*t His work will long remain a monument of the painstaking research of
the nineteenth century, and must be regarded as the most satisfactory His-
tory of 8cotland w has yet appeared.”

Standard,

¢ Mr Burton has now completed a great and noble work with the same
impartiality, vigour, and clearness which characterised the opening volumes.
To be impartial in such a case is a high claim to well-deserved success, and
our author is not merely impartial, but eminently readable. His general
le is at once bold, simple, and brilliant. His pictures are never overlaid
with colour, though always truthful and picturesque ; and the reader, con-
se%uently, is carried on from page to page, and chapter to chapter, in deep
and unbroken interest with the romantic fortunes and misfortunes of a
country so long a rival of England in her days of stormiest trouble, division,



EXTRACTS FROM REVIEWS—Continued.

and debate. After Mr Froude’s glowing eulogiums on the reign of Eliza-
beth, and his bitter and one-sided pictures of her hapless opponent Mary,
it is pleasant to turn to these calm and impartial records, and gather for
ourselves a truthful picture of real events; of actors in the great and
tragical drama, such as we feel to be true portraits, undistorted by exag-
geration, or by any leaven of prejudice. And Mr Burton’s treatment of
this portion of his istory is but a type of the manner in which he handles
all its prominent points.’

Scotsman,

‘“We have here a History of Scotland —the History of Scotland—from 84
to 1745, which will furnish Scotland with as full and faithful a record of
seventeen centuries as is possessed by almost any other country in Europe.”

Blackwood’s Magaszine,

¢ We do not remember to have read so reticent, so calm and dispassion-
ate a history—a quality all the more remarkable, that it is his own country
of which the historian treats, and latterly of a period which still rouses a
warmth little short of passion in partisans on eitherside. Mr Burton’s book
fulfils the first aud greatest requirement of historical teaching. He deals
not with opinions, but facts. What was—the aocts accomplished, the
attempts made, the actual doings of our remote predecessors on this great
stage—he sets before us with unquestionable care and pains. As for the
inferences, he leaves his readers to draw them for themselves. When it is
the Pictish question that is concerned, a certain humorous contempt for a
great deal of solemn nonsense is in the manner of the setting forth. But
when we come as far as Mary, there is no longer any room for humour.
Grave as life and death can make it grows the story, but not less calm,
unbiassed, and purely historical e do not know what higher praise
could be given to a national history.”

Revue des Deux Mondes.

‘“Son livre est une grande et belle histoire qui a les proportions et 1a grice
sérieuse d'un monument ; mais je n’en aural diminué le mérite lorsque
j’anﬁ'a{) i!;mntré qu’ila proﬁté ¢b et 14 de 'ocoasion pour une riposte heureuse
ou habile......

‘‘ Erudit avec la sagacité d’'un habile avocat, historien avec la méthode
précise du jurisconsulte, champion fidédle de 1'Ecosse sans excds ni passion,
tel est M. John Hill Burton. qualités d'écrivain résident surtout dans
le tour d’esprit que nous avons essayé de reproduire ; en lui, le légiste et
I'érudit sont aussi agréables et de la méme maniére que le narrateur.”

British Quarterly Review.

‘“ As a repository of the learning with which modern research and
criticism have explored the national life of his countrymen, Mr Burton’s
history stands alone, and without a parallel.”

WILLIAM BLACKWOOD & SONS, EDINBURGH AND LONDON.
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CHAPTER LXXXIV.

DARIEN AND THE AFRICAN COMPANY.

UNION OF 1707 THE NEXT EPOCH—CONCURRENCE OF EVENTS TOWARDS
IT—A DEMAND FOR RESTORATION OF THE TRADING PRIVILEGES WITH
ENGLAND, THE PREVALENT INFLUENCE—RISE OF A SEPARATE PARTY
CALLED THE PATRIOTIC—ITS LEADER, FLETCHER OF SALTOUN—HIS
PROPOSALS FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE POOR BY PREDIAL SLAVERY
—~—OFFENSIVE PREVALENCE OF ENSLAVING NOTIONS AT THAT
PERIOD—KIDNAPPING—THE COLLIERS—FLETCHER PROMULGATING
HIS SENTIMENTS IN LONDON SOCIETY—THE GREAT COMPANIES IN
ENGLAND AND THEIR TRADING PRIVILEGES AND MONOPOLIES—
WILLIAM PATERSON AND HIS PROJECTS—A SECURE CURRENCY AND
FREE TRADE—THER SUGGESTION OF THE AFRICAN OR DARIEN COM-
PANY—THE TEMPTATION TO THE ENGLISH CAPITALISTS—THE ACT
PASSED—THE COMPANY ESTABLISHED—ITS VAST PROJECTS.

WHEN we have got clear of the entanglements of the
Revolution settlement, and leave it as a firm established
Government, we immediately become conscious in the
tenor of events that we are passing onwards by inevitable
steps to the incorporating Union of 1707. It gives to our
history its next epoch, and its last. It virtually settled the
destiny of the two realms; for the events of the subsequent
forty years, picturesque as they might be, only revealed

defects in the organisation, and suggested their amend-
VOL. VIIL A
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ment. They showed that it was whole in heart, with suffi.
cient healthy strength to conquer any symptoms of local
disease or injury. The Union came through all its early
dangers so sound and firm, that the mind cannot now
imagine political conditions capable of breaking it, or
even casting a doubt on its perpetuity.

It is the happy climax of the great romance of our
history. The wanderer goaded by harsh dealing into
alienation and revenge is invited back and comes. Those
who should never have separated are firmly united at last;
and the long story of hatreds, contests, and calamities
that attend their alienation, brightens by contrast the reign
of peace and prosperity that has been achieved. The epoch
is not one of those that become buried in the grander
events of later ages. The older it becomes the more re-
markably it stands alone in its solitary dignity, a grand
remembrance to ourselves—an example to the other com-
munities of the world. That two states, the one great and the
other small, should arrange and carry out a just bargain for
a common government, where the representatives of both
should be mixed round the same table, was a phenomenon
unexampled in history ; and still, old as it now is, no other
states have been wise enough or strong enough to follow
the example so set before them. Hence the historical
conditions leading to the event have a mighty interest to
all who love to watch the concurrence of political forces to
some great end. The study becomes all the more instruc-
tive when it is seen, that among the most effective of the
influences tending to the completion of the Union, were
the efforts of those who attempted to thwart it.

It is perhaps unsafe to accept too readily a philosophy
or ruling idea in historical events. Still there are in our
narrative long successions of events that, in their nature
and aim, are explained by what may be called a key-note.
Three hundred years of vehement strife are explained by
the constant maintenance of the English clalm of feudal
dominion over Scotland. Another penod of turbulence
is explained by the national protest against the forms of
devotion and ecclesiastical government dictated to Scot-
land from England. We shall all the better understand
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what is now to come by remembering that Scotland
struggled for an extended commerce, and for colonial
privileges, either by participation in those of England, or
by a separate commercial dominion of her own. She had
tasted of the fruits of open trade under the Protectorate,
and the national energies were bent on their recovery. It
was the age when trading jealousies and restraints had
reached their climax. There was no faith in the doctrine
that the richest in a group of communities is the one that
excels its neighbours in open competition. The belief of
each community was that all its own success must come
out of the effective ruin of its neighbours. Each predom-
inant commercial power acted as the dealer would who
should oppress and pillage his neighbours until they be-
come too poor to deal with him. England determined
that Scotland should neither participate in her trading
privileges nor be permitted to create a like system for
herself ; and on this the two countries joined issue.! This,
the real spirit of the coming contest, has been imper-
fectly noted ; in fact, the political mind of Britain was
not educated up to a sense of its significance until the
last remnants of the restrictive and prohibitive commercial
policy were removed from our statute-book in 1846, and

11 remember upwards of twenty years ago a talk with the great
historian of the English Revolution—we were alone in my own work-
room, and spoke of many things. Among others he said he believed I
had been studying the Union: he was yet far off from that period, but
he saw some points of difficulty. One was that although the Union
was notoriously unpopular in Scotland, yet there were symptoms of
pressure on the side of Scotland in its direction. He had thought
whether this might be the action of the Episcopalian party to obtain
protection from England, but that did not seem a satisfactory expla-
nation. I said I believed he would find a simple solution in the
urgency of the Scots for Sﬁrticipation in the English trade, and that
he would find his way to this solution in the laws of the Protectorate
and those of the Restoration. I find in a shart letter from him, dated
20th November 1852, immediately on returning to his own books—
‘1 have looked into the question of the commercial relations between

land and Scotland after the Restoration. You were quite right,
and the subject is full of interest.” How affluently he would have
made the world a participator in this full interest had his days nnt
then been numbered, can only he matter of regretful conjecture.
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the world has had opportunity to watch the rapid increase
in the transactions and the wealth of Great Britain ever
since that crisis in the-national prospects. It has taught
us that the mysterious fall of great communities—as Ven-
ice, Spain, Portugal, and the Hanse towns—may be due
to a selfmade Nemesis of grced and tyranny ; and that it
need no longer be a necessary creed that political life, like
organic, has its period of youth, of fulness, and of decay—
that every state when it has reached a certain point of
greatness must infallibly follow the law of nature, and
lapse into decrepitude and extinction.

An incorporating Union would certainly not have been
foretold as an event close at hand from the appearance on
the political stage of a group of bold thinkers who claimed
the meritorious title of the Patriotic Party. Their avowed
object was to cleanse Scotland of all sources of degrading
and contaminating influence on public life. Their ideas
were in some measure ruled by the stoicism of the Buchanan
school ; but it was not so much to further direct political
acts—such as the deposition of Queen Mary or the war
against Charles the First had been—as to purify the general
condition of society, and substitute lofty aspirations for
sordid motives. Especially it was to mould the character
of the young, that Scotland might rear a generation of
hardy sons, whose glory it would be to abandon all sepa-
rate and selfish considerations, and devote all their ener-
gies to the welfare of their country.

Much there was throughout the whole, of the vision
and the Utopian. In some measure the ideas of the
Patriots forecast the communistic and other reconstructive
projects in which nations now seek relief from the miseries
brought on by their fractiousness and restlessness. Yet
the reaction has the freshening spirit of a new life after the
conflict of tyranny, sordidness, turbulence, and fanaticism
that had tossed and torn the country for generations. The
Patriots could be charged with many inconsistencies. It
was among their satisfactions to reflect that the country
was poor and better suited than its prosperous neigh
bour for the rearing of the hardy virtues, yet it was the
object of the Patriotic Party to make it prosperous. But
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this prosperity was not to be made up of the aggregate
wealth of selfish fortune-seeking citizens, but to come as a
tg)eepera.l growth of national happiness, content, and well-
ing.
The leader and high priest of this political reaction
was Andrew Fletcher of Saltoun, a man of high genius
and stern courage, governed by a haughty, independent,
and unmanageable temper.! His avowed principles had
a strong tincture of classical republicanism, but his habits
were domineering and aristocratic; and whatever he
might have demanded of others, he was one of the last
who would have willingly laid down any of the privileges
bhe held by birth, education, or intellectual superiority.
However much he would have shrunk from vulgar sacn-

1 Fletcher was not a member of the Convention Parliament. He
had been outlawed as a f:ﬁitive from trial, for his active part in Mon-
mouth’s rebellion, and had to remain in comparative obscurity until
he was restored, on 3oth June 1690, by Act of Parliament. But a
significant in a statesman’s letter shows that he was not idle.
Sir William writing to Lord Melville, on 11th July 1689,
in giving an account of the Club, or the nucleus of the Opposition,
says, at the end of his list,—‘‘ And no man, though not a member,
busyer than Salton” (Melville Papers, 159). Lockhart, farther on
in the same letter, says of the Opposition : ‘ One of them said to
myself that tyranny was alike wherever it was, and we were like
to have as much y under King William as under King James.”
This is very like Fletcher. There is a well-known anecdote in which
he is represented speaking of an old acquaintance as a_‘‘ hereditary

essor.” The expression was evidently used for effect. When
the auditor expresses surprise, he says, ‘¢ t say you to a heredi-

king?” In portraits he is so subordinated to the gigantic wig
and the other pictorial apparelment of the age, that the following brief
note by a contemporary 1s valuable: ‘‘ A low thin man of a brown
complection ; full of fire; with a stern sour look ; and fifty years old.”
‘We are under less obligation to the same writer for this more ambi-
tious sketch, epigrammaticasitis: ‘‘ Heis a %entleman steady to his
principles, of nice honour, with abundance of learning ; brave as the
sword he wears, and bold as a lion ; a sure friend and an irreconcile-
able enemy ; would lose his life readily to serve his country, and
would not do a base thing to save it. is thoughts are large as to
religion, and could never be brought within the bounds of any particu-
lar set. Nor will he be under the distinction of a Whig or Tory;
smaying those names are used to cloak the knaves of both.”—MS.
cited by Editor of Fletcher’s Works : Glasgow, 1749.
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fices to his levelling principles, he readily made the sacri-
fices that were more heroic and tragic. Though he would
have been an ungenial companion and fellow-labourer for
burgesses or boors, he was ready at any time to risk life or
fortune for their national independence. He had followed
a life of strange adventures,—at one time fighting in Hun-
gary against the Turks; at another, wandering in Spain
among the monasteries, ‘and collecting manuscripts about
the constitution of the Cortes and the history of the Moors.
He fought at Sedgemoor, and rendered his ungovernable
temper memorable by seizing the Mayor of Lyn’s horse,
and shooting its worshipful owner dead when he remon-
strated. He was a man of powerful rhetoric, endowing
his republican sentiments in a chivalrous courtesy of de-
meanour, and easy flow of brilliant language. Altogether,
few men have so united in their persons whatever was dig-
nified in old classic patriotism, and in medieval chivalry.
It may, however, be counted a remarkable test of the
little reliance then placed on the common people, that
one who had liberty always on his tongue,—who reviled
tyrannny, absorbing riches, profuse dignities, standing
armies, and all the attributes of arbitrary power,—could
devise nothing but predial slavery for the humble children
of the soil. He was the author of a pamphlet in favour
of the restoration, or rather the establishment, of predial
slavery in Scotland. The proposal was not made for the
benefit of the higher classes, or for the accomplishment
of any conventional selfish object, but literally for the
sake of the poor people themselves, unable to bear the
burden of self-support, and utterly helpless on the face of
the earth, were they not in the hands of natural guardians
awakened to a sense of responsibility for their preserva-
tion and comfort.! Thus, after rousing a republican feel-

1 ¢¢The condition of slaves among the ancients will, upon serious
consideration, appear to be only a better provision in their govern-
ments than any we have, that no man might want the necessaries of
life, nor any person, able to work, be burdensome to the common-
wealth.”

‘¢ When the antients gave freedom to a slave, they were ob o
give him wherewithal to subsist, or to put him into a way of hving
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ing of indignation against a Cambyses or a Xerxes, a
Tiberius Nero, Otho, or Domitian, he passes to the excel-
lency of ancient servitude, and the careless content and
happy comfort of those who, as property, were saved from
being worthless enough to die of starvation; and who, by
the provident institutions of the State in adJustmg the
rights and duties of their proprietors, were relieved from
a precarious reliance on their own helpless efforts.

It is significant of the evil nature of the times that
Fletcher’s enslaving project created no surprise. While
his doctrines on government had a few warm champions
against a vast plurality of opponents, his project for deal-
ing with “the working classes” of his day passed un-
noticed, and we only know of it by finding it among his
works.! The idea of slavery was becoming all too famil-
iar by its practice. 'We have seen something of the prac-
tice of kidnapping to furnish the American planters with
‘“apprentices,” who in their hands became slaves. The
practice became inveterate, and, as we shall afterwards
find, lasted far into the eighteenth century. But a com-
munity of slaves had arisen within the country itself. If
Fletcher was not a slaveholder himself, he lived sur-
rounded by slaveholders and their slaves. His paternal
territory lay in that county of East Lothian where the two
classes of works laboured by slaves—collieries and salt-
works—had their oldest, and still their chief establish-
ment. The slaves went to those who bought or succeeded
to the property of the works, and they could be sold, bar-
tered, or pawned. What is peculiar and revolting in this
institution is, that it was no relic of ancient serfdom, but
a growth of the seventeenth century. We have seen, in-
deed, that serfdom had a feebler hold on Scotland than
on England. We have also seen how astonished and en-
raged the French auxiliaries of the Scots in the wars with

And how well and faithfully they were served by those they had made
free—whom from a lo e;pmmw of their probity and capacity
they often made st their atates—-all ancient history can
testlfy ” __Fletcher’s Works, 92, 99.

! ¢ The Second Dlscourse congerning the Affairs of Scotland, writ
ten in the year 1698.”— g.
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England were at the insolent independence of the com:
mon people, impoverished as they were. The oldest trace
we have of the bondage of the colliers and salt-workers is
an Act of the year 1606, passed, as it would seem, to
strengthen somewhat as to them the laws so common
at the time for restricting the pursuit of all occupation
to those embarked in them. By interpretations of this
Act, but more by the tyrannous power of the strong own-
ers of the soil over a weak and unfriended community,
slavery had been as amply established in the community
where Fletcher dwelt as ever it had been in Rome, Sparta,
or Virginia.

If anything could justify his proposed enlargement of
the enslaved community, it might be found in the appal-

ling condition, physical and moral, of those on the lowest"

social level, such as he has himself describedit. Thereis
a gloomy picturesqueness, indeed, in his description, sug-
gestive of exaggeration, but a public man could scarcely
have ventured on such a story to his contemporaries were
there no truth in it. As the climax of his picture of

poverty and degradation he points to a body of some two
hundred thousand sturdy beggars living in a community
without law, religion, marriage, or any of the civilising
restraints of domestic life. ‘““No magistrate,™ he says,
“ could ever discover or be informed which way any one
in a hundred of these wretches died, or that ever they
were baptised. Many murders have been discovered
among them; and they are not only a most unspeakable
oppression to poor tenants—who if they give them not
bread, or some kind of provision, to perhaps forty such vil-
lains in one day, are sure to be insulted by them—but
they rob many poor people who live in houses dlsta.nt from
any neighbourhood. In years of plenty many thousands
of them meet together in the mountains, where they feast
and riot for many days ; and at country weddings, markets,
burials, and other the like public occasions, they are to be
seen, both men and women, perpetually drunk, cursing,
bla.sphemmg, and fighting together ”1

1 Works, 101.
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The enslaving scheme was to compel the idle and
vicious to contribute by labour to the common fund, and
to secure to the virtuous and industrious a provision for
life. And after all it was but the completing and syste-
matising of the clumsy pauper law of England and its or-
ganisation for a war against idlers and vagrants. It is
Fletcher's nomenclature more than his object that startles
us ; for throughout its relentless apparatus of tyranny the
English pauper and vagrancy code seem ever to skulk be-
hind the institutions of a free country inhabited by free-
men. To those who have an ssthetic leaning towards the
communistic and other reconstructive projects of the pre-
sent day, it might be a profitable lesson to study the old
English pauper system along with Fletcher’s cold ungenial
scheme for bringing such a system to harmony and com-
pleteness,

Fletcher himself has given us an opportunity of descend-
ing along with him from the philosophical altitude of his
political philosophy to his hour of social ease with familiar
friends, his ruling passion still influencing his tongue.
Whoever, indeed, would see the spirit of the new Patriot
Party at home, as it were, would do well to read a little
tract by Fletcher himself, called ¢ An Account of a Con-
versation concerning a Right Regulation of Governments
for the Common Good of Mankind.” As a piece of lite-
rary composition, it is singularly natural, easy, and plea-
sant, showing great powers, both rhetorical and dramatic.
The author, walking in the Mall in a meditative humour,
is overtaken by the Earl of Cromarty and Sir Christopher
Musgrave. The three go to the earl’s lodgings to dinner,
and there are joined by Sir Edward Seymour. Thus the
author comes in contact with two wily statesmen,—the one
of England and the other of Scotland ; while Sir Edward
Seymour represents the stiff, haughty, but honest old-world
aristocracy of England, whose sentiments were exclusive
and domineering, but not corrupt. The discourse held by
' these representatives of party and opmlon is pleasantly
set down. It is fluent without garrulity, dignified with-
out pomposity, and even a haughty courtesy adorns the
sarcasms Or angry retorts, without which a debate even
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on vitally interesting national disputes would seem life-
less.!

The three friends, looking forth upon the river, are in-
duced to make reflections on the greatness and glory of
the English capital. They have before them two of the
noblest objects that can entertain the eye—the finest river
and the greatest city in the world. Forming an amphi-
theatre of luxuriously comfortable edifices, it shelves to
the sun, and unites all that conduces to beauty, health,
and commercial enterprise. To this rich centre the county
of Kent furnishes fruit; Hertfordshire and Cambridge
corn ; Lincolnshire, Essex, and Surrey send animal food ;
and Buckinghamshire wood for fuel. But, more wonder-
ful than these natural supplies, the genius of the people
lays the world under contribution to minister to its wants
and luxuries. It brings coal from a distance of two hun-
dred miles, and can show a greater variety of wines than
the richest vineyard countries in Europe. In a word, all
the useful and superfluous things that nature produces or
the wit of man has invented, are to be found here, either
made by the artificers or imported by the merchants. But,
what is more wonderful than all, here are congregated a

1 When Sir Edward disturbs the tone of the conversation by a
brutal jest on the poverty of Scotland, and the folly of land in
consenting to an alliance with so beggarly a country, the author con-
tinues : ** Upon this I turned to the earl and Sir Christopher, and
said that if Sir Edward had spoken these words in the House of Com-
mons, I might not take notice of them, nor question his freedom of
ech in that place ; but since he is pleased to express himself after

manner in & private conversation, I shall likewise take the liberty
to say, that I wonder he is not afraid such }angnafe should make us
suspect him not to be descended from the noble family whose name
he bears.” The bitterness of this sting was in Sir Edward actually
having uttered, in Parliament, a taunt so inconsistent with all our
notions of his exacting pride and haughty reserve as the low sarcasm
so retorted. It is thus reported by a contemporary: *‘ Both Sir
Edward Seymour and Sir Christopher Musgrave expressed their dis-

like to an union, which Sir Edward compared to a count that
had a wife proposed to him without a fortune, and gave this reason
for refusing it,—that if he married a he should have a louse

for a portion. This the Scotch have heard, and are very angry at it.”
~Vemon’s Letters, ii. 408.
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people who know how to be free yet orderly ; and in such
perfect security abides that mighty crowd, that the great
city, without walls or guards, is as accessible in all hours
of the night as the most inconsiderable village in less.
favoured lands. To all are added the historical associa-
tions of a great Parliament—the national courts of law,
which have resisted arbitrary tyranny for centuries—and
the great mercantile exchanges, whose movements affect
the interests of all the world.

Such is the brilliant side of the picture; but there is
a worm gnawing at the root of all this glory. Pride and
luxury must certainly corrupt and render rotten the virtue
which, in hardier times, raised up its greatness. The
people are too rich, too reckless, too fond of pleasure and
excitement, to retain the sterner virtues; and it is among
the mountains of the north, where a hardy, independent
race rear their scanty crop, that true virtue is to be found.
Now come commentaries on Greek and Roman virtue,
contrasted with the weaknesses that have undermined
great bloated empires in ancient days. It is shown, after
a style of argument so often imitated in later times as to
be rather tiresome, that all great empires have their period
of fructification and decay, and England has certainly
come to the climax, whence her subsequent course must
be downwards. Is, then, this dangerously colossal em-
pire to take the small and poor, but virtuous, state of
Scotland, with all the destinies which its native energy
might achieve for itself, and suck it also within the vortex?
Is his beloved native land, for whom her best sons are
ready to bleed, to be joined with the evil fortunes of her
neighbour, and fall without eliciting a blow?

He knows the necessity for a union, but it must not be
an absorption. The countries may unite their strength,
not their weakness ; and this he deems to be only prac-
ticable by a federative union, in which Scotland preserves
her nationality, protected from invasion by ample secu-
rities. It must be a contract between equals, not the dic-
tation of a superior to an inferior. Nor in such an arrange-
ment could it be said that Scotland has all the benefit.
It may be more fairly said to be reaped by England,












































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































