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" Of all the divisions of Asia the southern, containing the
territory of Hindustan, is distinguished by the richness and diversity of
its production. Here we not only find, (with very few exceptions), all
the products of other parts of eivilised Asia, but so great a variety
peculiar to its own climate, that it would appear as if a new and more
beautiful creation had sprung up under the hand of nature. Nearly all
the spices, which become necessary to mankind in exact proportion to
the which become necessary to mankind in exact proportion to the
progress of luxury and refinement, have at all times been peculiar to
this region, while two of the most important articles used in clothing,
viz., cotton and silk, were first produced here, and continue to be so in
an especial degree through their cultivation has been gradually
extended to other countries.... The influence which an intercourse
with India may have had on the civilization of mankind, is a question
worthy the close attention of the philosophical student of history; and
one which, not withstanding the important illustrations it has of late

1Y



(c) www.nidaulhind.com

iglls 3y jladlt Gl clide
received, has been by no means sufficiently elucidated, it is of the
greatest consequences to ascertain the channels through which, at
various periods, it found its way, or into which it was conducted; and
the whole course of history tends to prove that the countries which
became the staples or depots of this commerce, uniformly attained at
high degree of opulence and refinement; which, however gradually
changed the habits and corrupted the manners of their inhabitants; at
the same time that these were softened, sowing among them the seeds
of luxury, and consequently of decline and ruin". A.H.L. Heeren:
Historical Researches into the Polities, Intercourse and Trade of the
principal Nations of Antiquity, Oxford, 1833, vol. I, pp. 33-35.
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"We too often find curselves without the information necessary to

follow the course of trade into the most remote regions: but when we meet

with the mention of articles which are unquestionably peculiar to certain

countries, we are warranted in concluding that a communication then existed

with those countries, though we may be unable to define its nature and

extent, A piece of sugar or a morsel of pepper in a neglected comer of a

villageinn would be a certain proof of the trade with either Indies, even if

wer possessed no other evidence of the commerce of the Dutch and English
with these countries”. Heeren, 139-40.
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